
            SAJES Programs & Services 2008-2009 
 

 
Israel Education and Engagement 
SAJES prioritizes Israel education and encourages Israel engagement in our 
synagogues, school and throughout the community.  SAJES facilitates “Ki Va Moed /The 
Time Is Now”, an initiative to transform Israel engagement in our congregations, schools 
and the Jewish community.   Ki Va Moed is building strong partnerships between 
congregations and schools in our region and their counterparts in Jerusalem, our 
Partnership 2000 community.   Seven area congregations are involved in this project, 
bringing more than 50 educators, clergy and lay leaders to Israel during the past three 
years, and twice hosting our Israeli partners here in NY. The partnerships and joint 
programming between institutions continues with six congregations here and four 
congregations and three schools in Jerusalem. Funding is made possible by the CoJIR 
Commission of UJA-Federation.   
 
SAJES Israel Experiences for Jewish Educators 
Nothing ignites a Jewish educator’s passion for learning than an Israel experience.  
Since 2001, SAJES has taken more than 150 Jewish educators to Israel.  The SAJES Israel 
experiences for Jewish educators have built strong connections to Israel through a study 
of sites, ancient and modern, that reveal the story of the journey of the Jewish people 
through time.  They have uncovered the multi-faceted stories of our people and their 
journeys through encounters with Israelis from different communities in Israel.  Our 
trips include text study, personal reflections and ongoing professional learning.  Each 
trip has its own theme; the theme February 2008 trip is ‘Tech and Teva’ – issues relating 
to the environment and technology.  Aviva Schwartz is SAJES Coordinator for Israel 
Education.   
 
Morasha Teacher Preparation Institute 
Our founding program, Morasha prepares adults, many with little or no Judaic 
knowledge, to become qualified congregational school teachers.  This two-year program 
meets twice weekly.  Classes are taught by lead educators and incorporate theory and 
practice – the ‘art and science’ of Jewish teaching. To date, Morasha has graduated more 
than 300 new dynamic and enthusiastic teachers over the past 26 years.  Suri Jacknis 
directs Morasha. 
 
ENGAJE Long Island 
ENGAJE Long Island is a two-year project for early childhood educators and their 
institutions. This project is made possible by a grant from UJA- Federation of New York 
to transform and enhance the Jewish early childhood center, its teachers, families and its 
relationship to the larger institution. ENGAJE Long Island includes ongoing adult study 
for the entire early childhood staff, sessions of standards of developmentally 
appropriate practice with Jewish classroom integration, and an Israel experience.  Five 
area Jewish Early Childhood Centers are participating in this cohort of ENGAJE LI.  
Rabbi Tracy Kaplowitz directs ENGAJE LI. 
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Jewish Education and Resource Center 
The JEC houses an extensive collection of curricular materials and Judaic and pedagogic 
resources for our educators. Our professional staff facilitates offsite workshops for 
entire school faculties and well as onsite workshops at SAJES throughout the academic 
year. The JEC also hosts the Teachers Chevrah, an important forum for the exchange of 
ideas, networking and problem solving.  Two Yomei Iyun (intensive study days) are 
held during the year, one in August to ‘kick off’ the school year, and one in the spring, 
which includes an Annual Salute to Educators, a celebration of Jewish education and an 
evening of teacher recognition.  The Center publishes “HaKesher – The Connection”, a 
monthly e-newletter of resources and professional development opportunities for all 
Jewish educators.  Lauren Chizner is our Coordinator for School Services.   
 
Adult Learning @ SAJES 
SAJES has launched ‘On The Same Page: Building Community – One Book At A Time’ 
an adult learning and outreach initiative is Long Island’s first Jewish community-wide 
read.  Hundreds of adults in targeted communities throughout the region are reading 
the same book at the same time in a variety of settings and formats. This year’s read is 
Coming Together, Coming Apart by Daniel Gordis.  ‘On The Same Page’ is in 
cooperation with J Learn and the BJE of Greater New York, Nassau/Queens Center.  
For complete information and a calendar of events go to www.otsp.org.  Shariee 
Calderone is the program coordinator. 
 
J Learn is Long Island’s premier adult learning experience.  Hundreds of adults across 
Long Island are engaged in exciting and meaningful study through the wide variety of J 
Learn short and long term learning opportunities that cross denominational lines and 
foster connections between Jewish thought and experience.  Faculty and students come 
from all streams of Judaism, participating together while growing and exploring their 
faith, tradition, and shared history in a welcoming environment. To register and for 
information on current and upcoming J Learn courses please contact J Learn: 
Mallory Probert, J Learn Director at 516-677-1833 or probertm@ujafedny.org. 
 
Jewish Teen Leadership Council (TLC) and JTeen.org 
TLC was established to convene youth workers and teen leaders to discuss their mutual 
needs and concerns and share available resources.  Funded by a grant from the Long 
Island Program Services Cabinet of UJA-Federation, and in collaboration with Jewish 
youth programs across Long Island, the Council brings together Jewish teen leaders 
representing every major youth program from across the Jewish spectrum.  SAJES also 
launched Jteen.org, a website that links teens and parents to exciting Jewish programs.   
The Teen Department at SAJES hosts Atideynu (Our Future), an annual conference for 
educators, youth workers and everyone who works with Jewish teens. Beth Finger is 
our Teen Coordinator.  New this year are the  Informal Jewish Educator Seminars, a 
series of eight professional learning seminars for youth professionals.    
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SAJES TAP – Teen Action Project 
SAJES has a long history with programs of tolerance and diversity, and we are 
recognized for our ability to engage and convene members of the community in 
important work.  We recognize that we can’t just teach tolerance, we have to show 
children how to act it and live it, and that the best way to accomplish this is through 
teaching them and modeling leadership skills – skills that develop through performing 
community service, social action and social justice projects.  SAJES Teen Action Project 
(TAP) empowers and involves teens to participate in civic projects that will galvanize 
them and their peers to participate in a wide range of ongoing projects such as voter 
registration, helping the hungry, and more.  We believe that infusing the community 
with teens who are involved and engaged, developing and honing their leadership 
skills can be transformational for them, for their families and for the entire community.   
Suzanne Tavolacci is the SAJES TAP Coordinator. 
 
Department of Early Childhood Education 
This department facilitates the SAJES Jewish Early Childhood Directors Network, 
which hosts Simchat Morim, our annual conference for Jewish Early Childhood 
Educators.  The department provides both on and offsite workshops for early childhood 
and primary educators and an Early Childhood Resource Center for both parents and 
educators. Rabbi Tracy Kaplowitz is coordinating ENGAJE Long Island, a two-year 
professional learning project in area Jewish early childhood centers.  Each week we 
publish “A Sense of Jewish Symbols”, a weekly ‘big idea’ for teachers and principals of 
early childhood and primary classrooms on incorporating Jewish symbols. Our new 
weekly “Torah StoryTime” program for children ages 4 – 8 explores a variety of Torah 
and Bible topics.   Susan Remick Topek directs this department.   
 
Outreach to Families 
SAJES Community Library and Family Center continues to be a wonderful and heavily 
used resource for our community.  The library houses an impressive collection of 
reference materials, books and periodicals.  We also publish ‘Daf Hadashot’, our 
monthly library e-newsletter.  Susan Remick Topek heads this department. 
 
The nationally recognized “Celebrations:  Discovering Jewish Life in the Marketplace” 
partners local businesses and Jewish family celebrations. Celebrations is offered to a 
national audience; with a ‘shopping bag’ brochure, program guide and video available, 
communities across the country are replicating this outstanding outreach program. 
Geared for affiliated, unaffiliated and interfaith families, thousands of families have 
participated in this programming.  Shariee Calderone coordinates our Celebrations 
programming. 
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Annual Salute to Israel Parade 
SAJES convenes a community-wide effort to march in the annual parade.  700 people 
from fifteen area congregations and schools marched in the 2008 parade on Sunday, 
June 1. Sherry Gutes coordinates this effort. 
 
In addition, SAJES staff sits on or initiates the following programs and councils:  

• Conservative Principals Council of Long Island (CPC) 

• Long Island Temple Educators (LITE)  

• Suffolk Council of Jewish Organizations (Suffolk COJO)  

• Federation Agency Executive Council (FAEC)  

• ReImagine ECE – Excellence in Congregational Education  

•  Grinspoon-Steinhardt Educators Award Program  

• Association of Directors of Central Agencies (ADCA)  

• Whizin Institute for Reaching and Teaching the Jewish Family  

• CAJE  

• Holocaust & Tolerance Education Center of Nassau County  

• Day School Education Task Force 

• Council for Prejudice Reduction 
 

SAJES:  Enhancing Jewish Learning; Enriching Jewish Lives 
 

SAJES 
777 Larkfield Road, Suite 118 � Commack, NY   11725 
631-462-8600 FAX:  631-462-4990   www.sajes.org 

 

Craig Padover, President          Deborah Friedman, Executive Director 
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